According to the compact, it befell,

As you have heard. Why argue to and fro?

And when this good man saw that it was so,

Being a wise man and obedient

To plighted word, given by free assent,

He said: "Since I must then begin the game,

Why, welcome be the cut, and in God's name!

Now let us ride, and hearken what I say/'

And at that word we rode forth on our way;
And he began to speak, with right good cheer,
His tale anon, as it is written here.

HERE ENDS THE PROLOGUE OF THIS BOOK
AND HERE BEGINS THE FIRST TALE,

WHICH is THE KNIGHT'S TALE

